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April 2026 

  Vol. 54  No. 4 

The Flame 
Monthly Newsletter 

MAUNDY THURSDAY   
April 2 - 7:00pm worship 

Communion will be served and is offered to everyone. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY   
April 3 - 7:00pm worship 

 

EASTER SUNDAY   
April 5 - 9:00am worship 

Communion will be served and is offered to everyone. 

100% of the proceeds go to over 15 mission outreach groups that are supported by our United Women in 
Faith. Most items are a free-will offering.  
 
Donations for the sale can be brought to fellowship hall Sunday, April 5 (8:00-11:00am) and Monday, April 
6 thru Thursday, April 9 (9:30am-3:30pm and 5:00-7:00pm). Please take the time to set your donations our 
onto the marked tables. Help is always welcome at 11:45am on Saturday to help pack up the leftover items. 
Any questions, please talk with Barb Vander Wyst or Karen Bohl. Thank you!  

 
 

Fri, April 10 from 9am-3pm  
and 

Sat, April 11  from  9am-Noon 

Relay for Life Team  

BAKE SALE! 
  Friday, April 10 

  during the Rummage Sale 

9am until sold out 

“Come Together” Easter Worship Series begins April 12 
Jesus’ Resurrection invites us to come together. This is no time to go it alone. Through various Bible 
readings, we will talk about what it means to be in this together, to come together for such a time as 
this, and to create community as those fed by Jesus’ bread and Word. 
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Ways to enjoy worship at  
New Richmond UMC 

Watch worship live-streamed each Sunday, beginning around 9:10am, or 
watch at your convenience later in the week.  
 

To find us online, go to www.YouTube.com and search “New Richmond 
United Methodist Church” and our channel will appear in the results. Not 
only can you watch these sermons on your mobile device, but most smart 
TV’s with internet have access to YouTube.  

Sundays at 9:00am 
Join us for in-person Sunday worship at 9:00am. Communion is served 
the 1st & 3rd Sundays each month and offered to everyone. 
 

 

Ways to stay connected to NR UMC 
Email:  newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org 
 

Facebook Page: Facebook.com/newrichmondwiumc 
 

YOUTUBE:  Simply search for:  “New Richmond United Methodist Church” 
 

Church Membership 
If you would like to join the church, please see Pastor Jeremy. 

Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship 
Coffee Fellowship is after 9am worship, approx. 10-10:45am. If you would like to bring the 
treats for Coffee Fellowship, we usually plan for 75 people each Sunday. The coffee is made  
for you and paper products are supplied, so all you need to bring is “treats” of some sort.  
You will also be asked to make the coffee and lemonade, but someone can help you with this, 
if needed. 
 

Please check out the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the gathering area if you would like 
to host on a Sunday, or you can call Pat Davis at 715-781-9860. Sign up with a group or friend!  

We are looking for volunteers to serve as Greeters as people arrive for 
the 9am worship service each Sunday. We would like to have 1 or 2 
people greet each Sunday. We ask that you arrive at 8:30am. Greeters 
also get to ring the big bell at 8:55am (woo hoo!) and take count of  
everyone in the sanctuary once service has started. 
 
If you’re interested, please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board  
in the gathering area. Any questions, please see Neleeta Maurer at  
715-491-2253. Thank you! 
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When you pray, please remember - 
Home - Donna Holmes, Betty Lokker, Mania Moore, Jamie Ross 

The Deerfield Arbor - Lorene Jameson, Karen Langer 

The Deerfield Gables - Joan Brezovar, Marlene Hanson 

St. Croix Health Center - Sarah Ketcham, Connie Schultz, Sheldon & Ruth Simonson 

Sherri Barnes, Croixdale Assisted Living in Bayport 

Joe Bentley, cousin of Kristi Rogers 

Kelly Enloe, friend of David Brown 

Trudy Lange, friend of Nancy Karastes 

Jason Mahnke, WI UMC Director of Programming and Campaigns 

Rick Melby, friend of Nancy Karastes 

Donna Viner, friend of Brian Boardman 

Abbie, friend of Joe & Aletha St. Dennis 

Carol, cousin of Mary Ann Peters 

Marilyn, sister of Eileen Sydow  

Sheila, friend of Lynne & Larry Loutzenhiser 

 

The Pastoral Care Team is available to call, visit, or write notes to support our members, 
friends, and people at home. They support Pastor Jeremy in helping the congregation feel 
cared for and connected. Additionally, each team member has been trained for providing 
basic pastoral care. A member of the pastoral care team may already have contacted you 
to say hello and see how you are doing, and if not yet, they will. This is a great way to 

have a listening ear from a member of your church, and a way to let the church know of needs for prayers or visits 
from the team or from Pastor Jeremy.  

If you or a loved one would like to be placed on our Prayer List, please  
call or email Pastor Jeremy or Kristi in the church office. Please pray for 
those on the prayer list in the weekly email, Sunday bulletin and  
monthly newsletter. 

Would you like a Phone Call or Visit? 
If you would like to hear from Pastor Jeremy, please feel free to call or email him at: 1-651-783-2433 or  
pastorjdeaner@gmail.com  

Hospitalizations 
If you go into the hospital please let us know at church, especially if you would like to hear from Pastor  
Jeremy. The hospitals cannot tell us if you are there, so the only way that we know is if you call or email us at: 
715-246-2464 or newrichmondwiumc.org Pastor Jeremy’s cell # is 1-651-783-2433. 



4 

 

Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) Update 
We are well on our way as we capture God’s momentum for our congregation with our MCCI Prescription 
Teams. It may seem like a setback to no longer have Ruby’s Pantry as a way to feed people (see pg. 7), but  
consider that the Church Council recently updated our mission and vision statements to reflect our Signature 
Ministry of becoming “The Church That Feeds People”. Ruby’s Pantry was one expression of that, and God will 
lead us to another. In our time hosting Ruby’s Pantry, we helped feed over 600 people/families. What a joy!  
Intergenerational Events are happening and making a difference across age groups, moving into finding ways to 
intergenerationally be the Church that Feeds People. The Financial Capacity Team helped lead our Saintly  
Generosity worship series and plans to offer a Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University class. The Breakthrough 
Prayer Team has wrapped up its work, but know that the work of prayer is not over! The fuel for our movement 
has been and continues to be our breakthrough prayer, so take a moment now to pray it. God of amazing 
things, spring forth with new possibilities for our lives and our church, that will bubble over into our  
community. Amen! What breakthroughs are you seeing? How is God doing new things in your life? Has God 
invited you to make a small or large spiritual decision recently? As all our teams begin meeting and  
implementing, be praying for them and how you can help create a healthy atmosphere for God’s new  
possibilities to emerge! 

New Richmond  
United Methodist Church 

 

-Breakthrough Prayer- 
 

God of amazing things, spring forth with  
new possibilities for our lives and our church  

that will bubble over into our community. Amen. 
 

Pray this each day at 7:15am, 7:15pm, or both. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth!  
 -Isaiah 43:19a 

Are you praying the breakthrough prayer? Take a moment now to do so. God of amazing things, spring forth 
with new possibilities for our lives and our church, that will bubble over into our community. Amen! What 
breakthroughs are you seeing? How is God doing new things in your life? Has God invited you to make a small 
or large spiritual decision recently? If you’ve experienced a push, pull or nudge of spiritual momentum, what 
we’re calling a Godspring Moment, what will you do with it? We have bubbles in the gathering area that you 
can write a Godspring Moment on and put up on the wall as we bubble over! 
 

Our Mission 
THE CHURCH THAT FEEDS PEOPLE:  

BODY, MIND, HEART AND SOUL 
 

Our Vision 
FOOD FOR THE SPIRIT ENHANCING GOD’S GIFTS IN OUR  

CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AT NR UMC 
Every Sunday from 9:00-10:00am  

in the lower level of the church 

All children in PreK - 5th Grade are welcome to join us each Sunday!  

YOUTH GROUP AT NR UMC 
All Youth in Grades 6-12 are welcome! Youth Participate in  

Bible Study, Fellowship Nights, Community Mission  Projects & More!  
 
 

   April 1 - All Ages “April Fool’s” GAME NIGHT, Intergenerational Activity 

   April 8 - Middle School Youth 

   April 15 - High School Youth 

   April 19 - Puzzle/Escape Room for part of our youth group 

   April 22 - All Ages Youth 

   April 29 - All Ages - GAME NIGHT #2, Intergenerational Activity 

Our Sunday School and Youth Group programs are both led by Mark Dolezal, Family Ministries  
Coordinator, 715-497-6330/mdolezal@frontiernet.net  Thank you for your continued support to 
these important ministries of our church!  

Time to start thinking about camp! Go celebrate the outdoors and the ways  
God meets us there by attending our Wisconsin United Methodist Camp at  
Pine Lake in Westfield, WI! To learn more and register, visit wiumcamps.org  
 
New Richmond United Methodist Church gives full scholarships for first time 
campers and $100 scholarships toward returning campers, friends included!  
For scholarship information, talk to Pastor Jeremy or Kristi in the office. 

Happy Anniversary! 
       6  Mark & Jenny Larson 

     25  John & Paula Meisner 

     28  David & Sandy Beebe 

April Birthdays 
  1  Sherri Barnes 

  2  Sue Meyers 

  7  Jean Kelley 

  8  Sean Pazdera 

11  Bill Gillespie 

20  Marilyn Jess 

      Dylan Martin 

 

21  Owen Hoogheem 

23  David Beebe 

24  Aidan Westmoreland 

26  Kay Peterson 

27  Mark Dolezal 

      Maddi Melby 
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New Richmond’s  

C.O.M.E. Community Meal 
Community Outreach Meal for Everyone 

 

Tuesday, April 14 - serving from 5:00-6:30pm 
NR UMC fellowship hall 

 

Held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at New Richmond United Methodist Church, in our fellowship hall. Local 
churches take turns planning, cooking and serving the monthly meal. The meal is FREE and open to everyone in the  
community. Take-outs are also available, just stop by the kitchen. Each month, we serve about 150 people! Stop by 
for a great meal and fellowship with friends, old and new! 

 
      The March meal is coordinated by: Prairieview Covenant Church and Bethany Lutheran Church 
      Menu: Meatloaf, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Garden Salad, Rolls, Cake and Beverages 

NR UMC Rummage Sale Throwback! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to Janet Knutson for digging up this gem from our November 1987 Rummage Sale.  
 

Left to right– Alice Schuldt, Arlene Turnipseed, Karen Bohl, Diane Vagt, Marge Otteson, Bev O’Connell,  
Margy Lundell, Mary Ann Peters and baby Kimber (Peters) Murphy. 

Celebration for Kristi – 25 Years at  

New Richmond United Methodist Church! 
 

Kristi Rogers has been working in the church office for 25 years this year and  
we would like to celebrate her time here with a meal and cake on Sunday,  
April 19 at 10:30am in fellowship hall.  
 
Come to church, stay for the celebration, and offer your appreciation for all  
the incredible ways that Kristi helps to keep NR UMC running smoothly!  
 
Please RSVP to help us plan. You can sign up in the Gathering Area or call or email (guess who?!) - Kristi in 
the office.  
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GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 
with Aletha 

 

Every Wednesday from 11:15am-Noon 

at New Richmond UMC! 

Aletha St. Dennis will be leading a weekly Gentle Chair Yoga 
class at our church on Wednesdays from 11:15am-Noon. There 
is no charge for the class and all ages & abilities are welcome. 
Come and check it out! If you have any questions, please  
contact Aletha at 320-380-3348. 

 
 
Dear NR UMC members and friends,              March 31, 2026 
 
We learned today that the Ruby's Pantry organization has decided to end its operations. You can see their 
email announcement below. This is sad news for us, especially since we were really starting to get in the swing 
of things! Prayers for the Ruby's Pantry staff as they go through this time of transition, and for all who rely on 
their food to stretch their food budget. We grieve the loss of Ruby's Pantry for our community, and our church, 
but we can also keep looking for new possibilities and be creative about how we feed people. Let's remember 
that we were careful to say that our Signature Ministry is being the Church that Feeds People, and Ruby's  
Pantry was only part of that ministry. Who knows what God will have in store for us next! Blessings and  
gratitude for all whose lives have been impacted by Ruby's Pantry. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeremy 
 

 
Greetings,                  March 31, 2026 
 
Over the past several months, we have been thoughtfully realigning the work, structure, and focus of Ruby’s  
Pantry to ensure our mission remains at the center of everything we do. As part of this process, we have worked 
to better align community needs with our goal of operating in the most effective and seamless way possible. 
 
As a result, we have decided to end the operations of Ruby’s Pantry effective immediately. We recognize that 
this is difficult news to receive and do not take this decision lightly. 
 
God has blessed Ruby’s for over 20 years, and it has been an incredible journey. It all started from a vision to 
help others through a single blessing box. We are truly grateful for your contributions and dedication  
throughout your time with Ruby’s Pantry. Thank you for the important role you have played on this journey and 
for the impact you have made in service of our mission. 
 
With gratitude, 
Ruby’s Pantry 
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NR UMC Mission Team Spring 2026 Project: 

- DIGNITY KITS - 
for the WI UM Conference Ingathering 

The WI Conference Mission Motivation Committee will again be collecting items for Midwest Mission at 
our WI Annual Conference, held in June. Starting in April, Robin Reichert from our NR UMC Mission Team 
will be heading up the collection of Dignity Kits as part of this mission project. 
 
The Midwest Distribution Center distributes the kits locally, nationally, and internationally to those in need 
during times of crisis. All supplies are given out free of charge regardless of gender, race, or religion.  
Midwest Mission is one of eight cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
Supply Network. Midwest Mission distributes UMCOR supplies in response to disasters within the United 
States. The kits will include: 
  
 Personal Dignity Kit Items: 
 1 Bath Hand Towel (No kitchen towels) 
 1 Bath Washcloth (No dishcloths) 
 1 Adult Toothbrush (No multi-packs or electric) 
 1 Bar Soap  (3 - 4 oz.) 
 1 Shampoo (12 - 19 oz.) 
 1 Deodorant (2-3 oz. - stick, roll on, or pump) 
 1 Lotion (8-10 oz.) 
 1 1-gal Re-sealable Plastic Bag 
  
All items should be NEW – and all kits should have only the items requested. Please place items in a  
1 gallon re-sealable plastic bag and return to the church by Sunday, May 17th. We are also collecting  
monetary donations – we will need to send $2 with each kit for the purchase of a carrying bag and  
toothpaste.   
 
We hope you will join us in getting as many bags as we can together to send to the annual conference.  
Our goal is to send a minimum of 75 kits. Once we’re done, Pastor Jeremy will take the kits with him to  
Annual Conference in June. Thanks for your help with this project. Together we can accomplish great 
things! 
  
 

Sponsor a Kit - Let US do the shopping for YOU!  
If you would like to sponsor a kit, the donation amount is approx. $15-20 per kit. Any 
amount given is greatly appreciated! The cost per kit includes everything to put in the kit, 
AND the $2 we need to include with each complete kit for Midwest Distribution Center to 
add toothpaste and canvas carrying bag.  
 
Monetary donations can be put in the offering plate on Sunday, given to Kristi in the office 
or to Robin Reichert. If writing a check, please put “Dignity Kits” on the memo line. Once our 
supplies are all gathered, our Youth Group will help Robin out by packing up the   

                           complete kits.  
 

More information, there will be a display in the gathering area after Easter. 
 DEADLINE for all donations is Sunday, May 17th  

Thank you for your support! 
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A Piece of History of the  
New Richmond UMC Piece Corps 

Our Piece Corps Quilting Group meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30am in our fellowship 

hall. All ages and abilities are welcome!  
 

Please contact Laurel Olson 210-382-8855 or 
Carolyn Craig 612-209-4746 if you have any questions. 

Piece Corps Display at our  
October 2010 United Methodist Women Sunday 
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New Next Gen Ministries Coordinator  
for Wisconsin seeks input from Young Adults 

Are you between 19 and 25 years old, or know someone who is? The new Executive Director of Next Gen Ministries 
for Wisconsin United Methodist Churches, Kellen Roggenbuck, is working on connecting young adults across the 
state and wants to invite you or the young adults in your life to be part of it! He writes, “We’re hoping for different 
avenues of connection, including small groups online, meet-up events, educational opportunities, and networking 
with other young adult Methodists.” If you are interested in trying any or all of this out, you can get in on the ground 
level by connecting with Pastor Kellen. His email is Dandelions4you@gmail.com or NR UMC can make a connection 
for you on your behalf. 

Five Loaves Food Shelf & Two Fish Thrift Store 
BUILDING PROJECT 
Five Loaves and Two Fish are going to be building a new building so they can better 
serve the increasing need of food insecurity in our community. Please pray about and 
consider donating significantly to the capital campaign to make this a reality!  
You can give online at their website https://fiveloaveswi.org/ and on the right-hand 
side Quick Links choose “Capital Campaign Donations.” You can also look at the entire 
sponsorship packet through our weekly email. Every gift makes a difference and helps feed our community! 

  
2026 Souper Bowl 

New Richmond UMC Mission Team  
Makes Donations  

 
The New Richmond UMC Mission Team is chaired by Pearl Christensen. Our goal is to 
raise awareness and support for groups and organizations in Wisconsin, around the  
United States and across the globe. In addition to events like “Souper” Bowl Sunday, 
which supports our local Five Loaves Food Shelf by collecting non-perishable food items and Tools and Blanket 
Sunday, which supports people and communities facing challenging times through Church World Services, the 
Mission Team holds various functions throughout the year like the Valentine Spaghetti Lunch, Fun Fest Pie & 
Ice Cream Social, and the Thanksgiving Pancake Brunch. Proceeds from these events, along with donations 
from our congregation make it possible to be able to donate to these worthy causes.  
 

 The team met on March 24th at Pearl’s home and designated the following donations: 
 

       Five Loaves Food Shelf building fund                     $1,000 

 Reuben & Laura (Sather) Lemunyete, P.E.A.R. Innovations - Kenya  800 

 New Richmond UMC Piece Corps Quilters      350 

 Hope Gospel Mission - Eau Claire       200 

 Harbor House Crisis Shelter - Superior, WI     200 

 Northcott Neighborhood House - Milwaukee, WI     200 

 BIG Enterprises - Austin, TX        200 

     Red Bird Mission - Kentucky       200 

 Red Bird Christian School - Kentucky      200 

       Red Bird Community Clinic - Kentucky      200  

 Mar Elias Educational Institutions - Israel      200 

                             Total Donated = $3,750  

mailto:Dandelions4you@gmail.com
https://fiveloaveswi.org/
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   SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP 
In Christian History, we have so many examples of people choosing lives that put God first, and put God’s 
people first. This generosity of resources and spirit is found in many Saints of the Church. As we engage 
with some of the Saints of the Church, we ask some questions of ourselves. With St. Francis, we ask: What 
does it look like to simplify your life so you have more room for generosity? With St. Josephine Bakhita, we 
ask: What does it look like to see our lives through the lens of gratitude rather than deserving so we can 
give thanks by giving back? With St. Scholastica, we ask: When do we use rules to excuse ourselves from 
engaging with God’s love or from loving other people? With St. Benedict, we ask: How can we seek to be 
more humble so that we can be generous and let each other flourish? As we ask these questions that get at 
the heart of what it looks like to be generous, let’s ask God to give each of us a heart to move toward  
Saintly Generosity! 

NR UMC Electronic Giving 
Electronic Giving is a safe and easy way to contribute to the church.  All you need to do is 
fill out a form that I have in the office, and I’ll take care of the rest.  You can adjust it at any 
time and there is no cost at all to you.  If you’re interested, please give me a call, 246-2464.  
-Kristi Rogers, Office Administrator 

IRA and Stock Gifts 
There are significant tax benefits for giving to the church directly from your IRA or other retirement account. Also, if 
you have stock and would like to make a gift to the church from it, our United Methodist Foundation can process 
those gifts without any fees. Please contact Kristi if you are interested in giving to the church in either of these ways. 

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE TO NEW RICHMOND UMC 
To continue to support the church's mission and ministry during this time, we have a few  
options for you.  Please contact Kristi Rogers in the church office with ANY questions. 
 
1.  Online Giving on our Website or by using the QR Code here and in Sunday bulletins. 
Giving electronically to New Richmond UMC through Ministry Brands® is a safe and  
secure way to give to the various ministries within our church. You can simply click the 
safe & secure QR code found here in this newsletter, in our Sunday bulletin or on our 
website. Using the QR code, you can choose to make a one-time gift or recurring.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to talk with Kristi at any time.  

 
2.  Reoccurring Electronic Giving  
If you would like to sign-up for our regular reoccurring electronic giving program with Ministry Brands, 
please contact Kristi and she’ll send you a form. It’s super easy, there is no cost to you and you can make 
changes at any time by contacting her. 

 
3.  U.S. Mail - Our mailing address is: P.O. BOX 277, New Richmond, WI 54017 . We do NOT receive mail at 
the church. 
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With the help of over 750 stores/brands, it turns our everyday shopping into earnings for our church. Not 
only can you use Scrip cards for your personal every day purchases, but they also make great gifts!  Many of 
the cards are re-loadable too, like Kwik Trip! Don’t have a computer or want to shop online?  Contact Kristi 
in the church office (715-246-2464) or our Organist, Mary Jensen (715-222-0586) and they can place your 
order for you!  It’s super easy and not additional cost to you. 
 
Every store/brand gives a rebate percentage- normally between 2% and 16%, and they often run specials for 
even more!  The rebate amount comes directly to our church when a card is purchased at its face value. For  
instance, if you order a $100 card and the rebate on it is 4%, the church receives $4 and you still receive the 
card for it’s face value of $100.  It’s a Win-Win!  It’s easy, it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy 
lifestyle.   
 
Instant Access to eGift Cards 
In addition to physical gift cards, ShopWithScrip offers ScripNow® eGift cards for over 400 brands. eGift 
cards are perfect for last-minute or unplanned purchases, like dining out or a quick trip to the mall. You 
have access to the scrip you need whenever you need it.  Place your eGift card order on ShopWithScrip.com 
or on MyScripWallet.com on your mobile device. When you pay for your eGift cards with online payments 
(credit card or a linked bank account), you’ll receive the eGift cards immediately. All of your eGift cards are 
housed in your wallet on ShopWithScrip and on your phone in MyScripWallet. You can print eGift cards and 
present them like a physical gift card in the store or redeem them from MyScripWallet. Redeem them online 
by entering the card number and PIN when you’re checking out. You can also send a ScripNow eGift. It’s 
easy to customize the eGift with a personal note, and send it to anyone, anywhere, with an email address. 
Our eGift card selection is growing all the time. See the complete list of available eGift card brands by  
clicking on the Shop link at the top of the page, and selecting the ScripNow card type on the left, or viewing 
the eGift Card card type on MyScripWallet. 
 
To order online, go to:  www.shopwithscrip.com 
Set up an account with:  New Richmond United Methodist Church 
User Name:  nrumc19     
Family Access #:  1E4EF7AB64749 
 
When setting up your account, you will add a bank account or debit/credit card for 
your purchases.   
From there, you can then order:    
    * e-Cards, they will email you your card, you print it off and bring to the store to shop;  
    *Download cards into your Scrip App on your smartphone; 
    *Physical plastic gift cards will be mailed to Mary Jensen, coordinator, then she gets them to you. 

Scrip cards  

Can be used for gifts or 

Everyday expenses! 
EARN MONEY FOR OUR CHURCH WHILE BUYING  

                           ITEMS YOU BUY EVERY DAY! 
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209 E. 2nd St. 

Direct mail to:  P.O. Box 277 

New Richmond, WI  54017-1805 

Phone/Fax: 715-246-2464 

E-mail: newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.newrichmondwiumc.org 

 

(Address Service Requested) 

 
 

 

 
 

New Richmond United Methodist Church 
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 

Our Mission:  
The Church That Feeds People: Body, Mind, Heart and Soul 

 
Our Vision:   

Food for the spirit enhancing God’s gifts in our congregation and community. 
 

 


