THE FLAME

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Advent HOPE Worship Series

continues through December 28
When times are hard, we need hope. Hope is not just something
we feel, but also something we do. As we prepare for the birth of
Jesus, the one who offers new hope for the world, let’s practice
hope this Advent and see what a difference it makes in our lives

and the lives of those around us.

Choir-led

Worship Service
Sunday, December 14
at 9:00am
Our choir will lead us in scripture and
song for a service called “Hope for the

Light”. Our Youth Group will also be a
part of this service.

Holiday
Poinsettias

If you would like to donate a poinsettia
plant to be placed in the sanctuary for
Christmas, please contact Kristi in the
office. If you bring a plant in to church,
please plan to bring it no sooner than
December 21. If you need help getting a
plant, please also talk with Kristi before
December 17. Thank you!
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Our Relay for Life Team will be hosting a
Holiday Bake Sale on

Sunday, December 21
8:30am-11:00am in the gathering area

Come and get goodies for your
holiday get-togethers!

Everyone is welcome to donate baked
goods. Please talk with Jill Thomas if you
have any questions. Thank you!

CHRISTMRAS EVE
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Wednesday, December 24 -4 & 7pm

Communion will be served at the 7pm service.



Ways to enjoy worship at
New Richmond UMC

Sundays at 9:00am

Join us for in-person Sunday worship at 9 & 11am. Communion is
served the 1st & 3rd Sundays each month and offered to everyone.

J—
L
SUNDAY

Watch worship live-streamed each Sunday, beginning around 9:10am, or
watch at your convenience later in the week.

WORSHIP To find us online, go to www.YouTube.com and search “New Richmond
United Methodist Church” and our channel will appear in the results. Not
ONLINE only can you watch these sermons on your mobile device, but most smart

TV’s with internet have access to YouTube.

Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship

M Coffee Fellowship is after 9am worship, approx. 10-11am. If you would like to bring the
treats for Coffee Fellowship, we usually plan for 75 people each Sunday. The coffee is

some sort. Maybelle Hall will make the coffee and lemonade.

Please check out the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the gathering area if you
would like to host on a Sunday, or you can call Pat Davis at 715-781-9860. Sign up with
a group or friend!

SUNDAY FLOWERS SIGN-UP

If you would like to bring in fresh flowers or a plant to be displayed in the sanctuary during

Sunday services, please sign up on the bulletin board in the gathering area. On non-

: communion Sundays, flowers can go on the worship table. On communion Sundays, they can
-« be placed by the baptismal font.

Any kind of fresh flowers or plants are welcome! We would like to do this each Sunday,
throughout the year. If you have a special occasion, want to remember or honor a loved one
or want to bring in flowers just because, please consider signing up. Feel free to talk with
Eileen Sydow or Kristi in the office with questions.

Ways to stay connected to NR UMC .
Email: newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com %
Zv Stg
Website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org &° COHI]
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/newrichmondwiumc eCted
YOUTUBE: Simply search for: “*New Richmond United Methodist Church”

Church Membership

If you would like to join the church, please see Pastor Jeremy.
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When youwpray, please emember -

Sympathy to Neal Melby and family in the passing of his wife, Joyce.
Joyce Ann Melby, age 81, of New Richmond, Wi, died in her home on November 20, 2025, after a courageous
battle with Alzheimer’s disease. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, December 6th, at 11:00 am at the
New Richmond UMC. A luncheon will follow the service, allowing all who knew her to share stories and fond
memories. Visitation will take place on Friday, December 5th, from 4-7 pm at Bakken-Young Funeral & Cremation
Services, and also on Saturday from 10-11 am at the church. In lieu of flowers, the family prefers memorial
contributions to be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, St. Croix Fair Plex, New Richmond United Methodist
Church, the New Richmond Heritage Association, or St. Croix Hospice.

Home - Donna Holmes, Betty Lokker, Mania Moore, Jamie Ross

The Deerfield - Gladys Cole, Lorene Jameson, Karen Langer

The Deerfield Gables - Marlene Hanson, Connie Schultz

St. Croix Health Center - Sarah Ketcham and Sheldon & Ruth Simonson (parents of Brenda Wickenhauser)

Pat Allegar is now receiving Hospice care at Preferred Senior Living in Ellsworth, WI

Sherri Barnes, Croixdale Assisted Living in Bayport

Kelly Enloe, friend of David Brown

Alvin McClendon, son-in-law of Chris Libbey, following multiple back surgeries

Jason Mahnke, W1 UMC Director of Programming and Campaigns, going through cancer treatments
Rick Melby, friend of Nancy Karastes

Randy Mitchell, friend of Chris Libbey

Trudy Lange, friend of Nancy Karastes

Steve Smart, friend of Chris Libbey

Donna Viner, friend of Brian Boardman

Carol, cousin of Mary Ann Peters

Eden and Abbie, friends of Joe & Aletha St. Dennis
Marilyn, sister of Eileen Sydow

If you or a loved one would like to be placed on our Prayer List, please
call or email Pastor Jeremy or Kristi in the church office. Please pray for
those on the prayer list in the weekly email, Sunday bulletin and
monthly newsletter.

Would you like a Phone Call or Visit?

If you would like to hear from Pastor Jeremy, please feel free to call or email him at: 1-651-783-2433 or
pastorjdeaner@gmail.com

Hospitalizations
If you go into the hospital please let us know at church, especially if you would like to hear from Pastor
Jeremy. The hospitals cannot tell us if you are there, so the only way that we know is if you call or email us at:
715-246-2464 or newrichmondwiumc.org Pastor Jeremy’s cell # is 1-651-783-2433.

The Pastoral Care Team is available to call, visit, or write notes to support our members,
. friends, and people at home. They support Pastor Jeremy in helping the congregation feel
k‘\h MRE cared for and connected. Additionally, each team member has been trained for providing
basic pastoral care. A member of the pastoral care team may already have contacted you
to say hello and see how you are doing, and if not yet, they will. This is a great way to

have a listening ear from a member of your church, and a way to let the church know of needs for prayers or visits

from the team or from Pastor Jeremy. 3



MCCI Missional Church
2= Consultation Initiative

‘~ - a new lifecycle of fruitfulness

Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) Update

We are well on our way as we capture God’s momentum for our congregation with our MCCI Prescription
Teams. What a breakthrough that our Church Council unanimously adopted the Signature Ministry of becoming
“The Church that Feeds People” and as part of that, sponsoring Ruby’s Pantry. What a joy to have sponsored
our first pop-up pantry! We are bubbling over into the community! Intergenerational Events are happening and
making a difference across age groups, moving into finding ways to intergenerationally be the Church that
Feeds People and exemplified recently by the Youth-Led Worship service on November 23 (check out the video
on YouTube if you weren’t able to be there!). The Financial Capacity Team helped lead our Saintly Generosity
worship series. The Breakthrough Prayer Team is wrapping up its work, but know that the work of prayer is not
over! The fuel for our movement has been and continues to be our breakthrough prayer, so take a moment
now to pray it. God of amazing things, spring forth with new possibilities for our lives and our church, that will
bubble over into our community. Amen! What breakthroughs are you seeing? How is God doing new things in
your life? Has God invited you to make a small or large spiritual decision recently? As all our teams begin
meeting and implementing, be praying for them and how you can help create a healthy atmosphere for God'’s
new possibilities to emerge!

New Richmond
United Methodist Church

-BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER-

God of amazing things, spring forth with
new possibilities for our lives and our church
that will bubble over into our community. Amen.

Pray this each day at 7:15am, 7:15pm, or both. I'am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth!
-Isaiah 43:19a

Are you praying the breakthrough prayer? Take a moment now to do so. God of amazing things, spring forth
with new possibilities for our lives and our church, that will bubble over into our community. Amen! What
breakthroughs are you seeing? How is God doing new things in your life? Has God invited you to make a small
or large spiritual decision recently? If you’ve experienced a push, pull or nudge of spiritual momentum, what
we’re calling a Godspring Moment, what will you do with it? We have bubbles in the gathering area that you
can write a Godspring Moment on and put up on the wall as we bubble over!

Decetbe Buthedays

8 Gladys Cole 18 Michael Amundson |27 Betty Lokker
15 Dee Davis 20 Andrew Ennis 28 Kristi Rogers
Neleeta Maurer Wayne Fredrickson 29 Jill Thomas
17 Karen Hornickle 21 Kevin Melby 31 Max Stephens
Jim Vander Wyst 22 Allan Peper
Janelle Stephens

%&% December 17 - Todd & Lorrie Pazdera ]
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AT NR UMC!
Every Sunday at 10:10 am

in the lower level of the church
We are excited to offer Sunday School for all Pre-K thru 5th graders each
Sunday! Led by our volunteer Family Ministry Coordinator, Mark Dolezal,
with the help of adult volunteers from the congregation. Any questions,
please contact Mark at: mdolezal@frontiernet.net

WEDNESDAYS FROM 6:30-8:00PM
FOR ALL 6'"-12™ 6RADERS
LED BY MARK DOLEZAL

"Message & Meal” Nights, "Mission” Nights,
“Fellowship” Nights and “"Connections” Nights!

WED, DECEMBER 17
6:30-8:00pm
Youth Group

Holiday Party with -

Minute to Win It games!
in fellowship hall

Youth Group
GAME FEST & NEW YEAR'S PARTY

Wednesday, December 31 %
2:00-4:00pm

in fellowship hall Eﬁlpﬁ%
All youth are welcome to attend! YEAR

The 2025 Mitten Tree is HERE!

Our Mitten Tree is set up and ready in the gathering area! We are
collecting new mittens, hats, scarves, slippers, and gloves. These items will
be split between our local Love Baskets, Northcott in Milwaukee and Red
Bird in Kentucky for Christmas giving. Please place donations under the
Mitten Tree by December 31st. Everything we collect this year will get
distributed by these organizations next Christmas. See Pearl Christensen
with any questions. Thank you!
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New Richmond’s

COM.E.COMMUNITY MEAL

Community Outreach Meal for Everyone

%«@bﬁwmm ? Tuesday, December 9 - Serving from 5:00-6:30pm

Held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at New Richmond United Methodist Church, in our fellowship hall.
Local churches and organizations take turns planning, cooking and serving the monthly meal. The meal is FREE
and open to everyone in the community. Take-outs are also available, just stop by the kitchen.

COORDINATED BY: First Lutheran Church

MENU: Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing, Green Beans, Rolls, Cookies & Ice Cream, PB & J sandwiches and
beverages.

NR UMC Piece Corps

QUILTERS

Wednesday, December 17
9:30am - 2:30pm in fellowship

The UMC Piece Corps Quilters is a small-but-mighty group of volunteers from our church that make beautiful quilts
that are donated to Westfields Hospital and Grace Place Transitional Shelter.

Quilts donated to Westfields Hospital, “Dignity Quilts”, are used by the staff and carefully draped over the hospital
transport stretcher of recently deceased patients before they are moved from their room and transported to the
morgue or funeral home. This compassionate long-standing practice provides honor to the deceased and comfort to
loved-ones, family members and hospital staff at an especially vulnerable and raw time of grief and loss. The quilts
provide meaning and honor for surviving family members and symbolize the compassion and caring that we have for
one another.

At Grace Place transitional shelter, the quilts are given to people staying at the shelter, to people passing through and
to people as they move out of the shelter onto their next stage of life.

Piece Corps relies solely on donations from our congregation and the community. Most of the fabric they use is
donated from people in our community. Some expenses they have include batting and the occasional purchase of
fabric. If you have fabric at home that you would like to donate, please contact Carolyn Craig or Laurel Olson to see if
it’s something that they can use. If you would like to make a monetary donation to the group, please see Kristi in the
church office or simply put your donation in the offering basket on Sundays (marked “Piece Corps”). New quilters are
always welcome! Feel free to stop by and see what they’re working on. Please contact Laurel Olson (210-382-8855)
or Carolyn Craig at (715-246-6242) with any questions.




FREE
CHRISTMAS DINNER

held on Christmas Day
at
New Richmond

United Methodist Church

209 E. 2™ Street, New Richmond
(next to theFire Dept.)

Thursday, December 25th

In-person, sit-down meal, served family-style.
Arrive at 11:30am, meal will be served at 12:00 Noon.

MENU: Ham, Cheesy Potatoes, Green Beans,
Corn, Fruit Salad, Rolls, Cakes, & More!

This is a FREE community meal and is open to everyone.

Please join us for great food, fellowship, program, music & fun!
Deliveries available to New Richmond, Somerset, Star Prairie & Deer Park.

RESERVATIONS REQUESTED
Reservations are accepted December 1thru 22 for both
Dine-In or Meal Delivery to your home or work. To reserve,
please contact Kristi Rogers at 715-246-2464, ext. 101.

win.  New Richmond United Methodist Church
e AR Mailing Address: P.O. Box 277, New Richmond, WI 54017
N 715-246-2464  www.newrichmondwiumc.org

Hoppy Holidtays!

In 2024, we served 115 meals here at the church and delivered another 220 meals (that included 50
meals that went to Grace Place), for a total of 335 meals! This year we’re planning for about 360! If

you would like to volunteer to help in the kitchen, dining room or with deliveries, please see the sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board in the gathering area. You can also contact Nancy Karastes, Food/Kitchen
Coordinator or Gwen Hop, Delivery Coordinator. Thank you!

7



PANTRY

&, NEW RICHMOND
@ UNITED METHODIST

POP-UP FOOD PANTRY

Thursdays, December 18
from 5:00-6:30pm

Starting January 2026, Ruby’s will be held on the
4th Thursday of each month, from 5-6:30pm.

Where: New Richmond Armory (1245 Wall Street)

What is Ruby’s Pantry? Ruby’s Pantry is a simple yet powerful idea: more than 170 generous companies
donate food and household items, and Ruby’s Pantry helps get those items into the hands of communities
through monthly “pop-up pantry” events.

Everyone is welcome! No income or residency requirements. If you eat, you qualify!

For a $25 donation, guests receive a generous bundle of groceries called a “share”. Ruby’s Pantry is a
faith-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit that receives no government funding. Your donation helps cover essential
costs like transportation, fuel, warehouse staff, and logistics—ensuring that this ministry can continue to
bless families across Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, and lowa. No one is turned away due to an
inability to donate.

The New Richmond United Methodist Church is the new sponsor for the New Richmond Ruby’s Pantry.
Volunteers are needed on the leadership team and to serve on the days of distribution. If you are interested
in volunteering, please contact our Volunteer Coordinators at: rubyspantryvolunteer@gmail.com

Check out www.rubyspantry.org for more information.

If you would like to help the days of the food pantry, or if you have questions,
please feel free to chat with our Ruby’s Pantry Site Leader, Greg Tellijohn.

Would you like to donate?
Would you like to help with Ruby's Pantry by donating money to give food shares for people who can't
afford the $25? You can donate right through the Ruby's Pantry website by creating an account for yourself,
and then follow the steps to give your donation right to the New Richmond site to help feed people. Thank
you for your support in giving people the gift of food! If you would rather give a donation through the
church, please write Ruby’s Pantry on the memo line of your check or envelope and give to Kristi Rogers.
Thank you!




End to our 11am Sunday Worship Service \ ‘

T r
Dear NR UMC Members and Friends, A EMENT

After consulting with regular attendees of our 11:00am worship service and the ANN

Worship Design Team, the Worship Design Team has decided that beginning :‘/&
Sunday, November 30th, we will go back to worshiping at one service on 7}
Sundays, at 9:00am only. ’

The 11am worship service had declining attendance into the single digits last spring, mostly because people
said they really missed seeing people they knew, so they began attending the 9am worship service again.

Visitors who attend the 11am worship service with such low attendance, rarely return. The Worship Design
Team decided to try again this fall, with a slightly different timeline, but the attendance, except for one of the
Sundays, was even smaller than in the spring.

In order to best use our resources and energy, we have decided to focus on one worship service instead of
running an 11am worship service all the way through Easter.

While we know this may disappoint some, we also heard from 11am worship attendees that they are not
surprised by the idea and most of them intend to simply attend at 9am.

The Worship Design Team appreciates your healthy willingness to let us experiment and try things, and also to
fail at things as well! We look forward to seeing you in worship!

-Pastor Jeremy and the NR UMC Worship Design Team

New Next Gen Ministries Coordinator

for Wisconsin seeks input from Young Adults

Are you between 19 and 25 years old, or know someone who is? The new Executive Director of Next Gen Ministries
for Wisconsin United Methodist Churches, Kellen Roggenbuck, is working on connecting young adults across the
state and wants to invite you or the young adults in your life to be part of it! He writes, “We’re hoping for different
avenues of connection, including small groups online, meet-up events, educational opportunities, and networking
with other young adult Methodists.” If you are interested in trying any or all of this out, you can get in on the ground
level by connecting with Pastor Kellen. His email is Dandelions4you@gmail.com or NR UMC can make a connection
for you on your behalf.

Five Loaves Food Shelf &
Two Fish Thrift Store
BUILDING PROJECT

Five Loaves and Two Fish are going to be building a new building so
they can better serve the increasing need of food insecurity in our
community. Please pray about and consider donating significantly to
the capital campaign to make this a reality! You can give online at
their website https://fiveloaveswi.org/ and on the right-hand side
Quick Links choose “Capital Campaign Donations.” You can also look
at the entire sponsorship packet through our weekly email. Every
gift makes a difference and helps feed our community!
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SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP

In Christian History, we have so many examples of people choosing lives that put God first, and put God’s
people first. This generosity of resources and spirit is found in many Saints of the Church. As we engage
with some of the Saints of the Church, we ask some questions of ourselves. With St. Francis, we ask: What
does it look like to simplify your life so you have more room for generosity? With St. Josephine Bakhita, we
ask: What does it look like to see our lives through the lens of gratitude rather than deserving so we can
give thanks by giving back? With St. Scholastica, we ask: When do we use rules to excuse ourselves from
engaging with God’s love or from loving other people? With St. Benedict, we ask: How can we seek to be
more humble so that we can be generous and let each other flourish? As we ask these questions that get at
the heart of what it looks like to be generous, let’s ask God to give each of us a heart to move toward
Saintly Generosity!

NR UMC Electronic Giving

Electronic Giving is a safe and easy way to contribute to the church. All you need to dois .
fill out a form that | have in the office, and I'll take care of the rest. You can adjust it at any //
time and there is no cost at all to you. If you're interested, please give me a call, 246-2464.
-Kristi Rogers, Office Administrator

IRA AND STOCK GIFTS

There are significant tax benefits for giving to the church directly from your IRA or other retirement account. Also, if
you have stock and would like to make a gift to the church from it, our United Methodist Foundation can process
those gifts without any fees. Please contact Kristi if you are interested in giving to the church in either of these ways.

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE TO NEW RICHMOND UMC

To continue to support the church's mission and ministry during this time, we have a few options for you.
Please contact Kristi Rogers in the church office with ANY questions.

1. Online Giving on our Website or by using the QR Code here and in Sunday
bulletins. Giving electronically to New Richmond UMC through Ministry Brands® is a
safe and secure way to give to the various ministries within our church. You can
simply click the safe & secure QR code found here in this newsletter, in our Sunday
bulletin or on our website. Using the QR code, you can choose to make a one-time gift
or recurring. If you have any questions, please feel free to talk with Kristi at any time.

2. Reoccurring Electronic Giving

If you would like to sign-up for our regular reoccurring electronic giving program with Ministry Brands,
please contact Kristi and she’ll send you a form. It’s super easy, there is no cost to you and you can make
changes at any time by contacting her.

3. U.S. Mail - Our mailing address is: P.O. BOX 277, New Richmond, W1 54017
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SCRIP CARDS
CAN BE USED FOR GIFTS OR
EVERYDAY EXPENSES!

EARN MONEY FOR OUR CHURCH WHILE BUYING
YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS!

With the help of over 750 stores/brands, it turns our everyday shopping into earnings for our church. Not
only can you use Scrip cards for your personal every day purchases, but they also make great gifts! Many of
the cards are re-loadable too, like Kwik Trip! Don’t have a computer or want to shop online? Contact Kristi
in the church office (715-246-2464) or our Organist, Mary Jensen (715-222-0586) and they can place your
order for you! It’s super easy and not additional cost to you.

Every store/brand gives a rebate percentage- normally between 2% and 16%, and they often run specials for
even more! The rebate amount comes directly to our church when a card is purchased at its face value. For
instance, if you order a $100 card and the rebate on it is 4%, the church receives $4 and you still receive the
card for it’s face value of $100. It’s a Win-Win! It’s easy, it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy
lifestyle.

Instant Access to eGift Cards

In addition to physical gift cards, ShopWithScrip offers ScripNow® eGift cards for over 400 brands. eGift
cards are perfect for last-minute or unplanned purchases, like dining out or a quick trip to the mall. You
have access to the scrip you need whenever you need it. Place your eGift card order on ShopWithScrip.com
or on MyScripWallet.com on your mobile device. When you pay for your eGift cards with online payments
(credit card or a linked bank account), you’ll receive the eGift cards immediately. All of your eGift cards are
housed in your wallet on ShopWithScrip and on your phone in MyScripWallet. You can print eGift cards and
present them like a physical gift card in the store or redeem them from MyScripWallet. Redeem them online
by entering the card number and PIN when you’re checking out. You can also send a ScripNow eGift. It’s
easy to customize the eGift with a personal note, and send it to anyone, anywhere, with an email address.
Our eGift card selection is growing all the time. See the complete list of available eGift card brands by
clicking on the Shop link at the top of the page, and selecting the ScripNow card type on the left, or viewing
the eGift Card card type on MyScripWallet.

To order online, go to: www.shopwithscrip.com

Set up an account with: New Richmond United Methodist Church
User Name: nrumcl9

Family Access #: 1E4EF7AB64749

gift

CARD

When setting up your account, you will add a bank account or debit/credit card for your purchases.
From there, you can then order:
* e-Cards, they will email you your card, you print it off and bring to the store to shop;
*Download cards into your Scrip App on your smartphone;
*Physical plastic gift cards will be mailed to Mary Jensen, coordinator, then she gets them to you.
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New Rlchmond Unlted Methodlst Church

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Our Mission is:
Building bridges to discipleship by connecting, growing, and serving.

Our Vision is:
Compassionate, God-centered community serving all people.
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