
1 

 

 
 
 
 

January 2025 

  Vol. 53  No. 1 

The Flame 

Pastor Jeremy’s Renewal Leave   
December 26th through March 17th 

Pastor Jeremy will be on Renewal Leave December 26, 2024 through  
March 17, 2025. The Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad is going to cover for 
worship leadership and pastoral emergencies during this time. Pastor 
Dawn served as pastor of Hudson UMC since 2016, retiring this past  
summer.  
 

Our Pastoral Care Team will cover routine pastoral care. If you don’t know who your Pastoral Care Team contact 
is, please let us know so we can connect you. Committees and groups can continue to meet, remember that you 
are the church, and Pastor Jeremy looks forward to hearing what we’ve been up to when he gets back! If you 
have administrative needs during this time, please contact Kristi Rogers, our Office Administrator, or Mark 
Dolezal, our Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairperson, directly. 

Renew 

UPDATE: The Pastoral Care Team is available to call, visit, or write notes to support 
our members, friends, and people at home or while in the hospital or nursing home, 
especially during Pastor Jeremy’s Renewal Leave. They are available to lend support in 
helping the congregation feel cared for and connected. Additionally, each team  
member has been trained for providing basic pastoral care.  

 

A member of the pastoral care team may already have contacted you to say hello and see how you are doing, 
and if not yet, they will. This is a great way to have a listening ear from a member of our church, and a way to 
let the church know of needs for prayers or pastoral visits. Members of this team include Pat Davis, Maybelle 
Hall, Kay Peterson and Jill Thomas. Please contact any of these team members or Kristi in the office if you need 
anything. 

             In observance of  

 

 

 
We will be closed on  

Monday, January 20 

Help Take Down Christmas 
Thursday, January 9 at 9:30am 

If you’d like to help take down the Christmas decorations around the  
church, please just stop by around 9:30am. It usually takes under 2 hours. 
Any questions, please talk with Pearl Christensen or Kristi in the office.  
Thank you!  
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Ways to enjoy worship at  
New Richmond UMC 

Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship 
Coffee Fellowship is after 9am worship (approx. 10am) and will remain set up through the 
end of second service. If you would like to bring the treats for Coffee Fellowship, we usually 
plan for 75-80 people each Sunday. The coffee is made for you and paper products are  
supplied, so all you need to bring is “treats” of some sort. Please check out the sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the gathering area if you would like to host on a Sunday, or 
you can call Pat Davis at 715-781-9860. Sign up with a group or friend!  

Watch worship live-streamed each Sunday, beginning around 9:10am, or 
watch at your convenience later in the week.  
 

To find us online, go to www.YouTube.com and search “New Richmond 
United Methodist Church” and our channel will appear in the results. Not 
only can you watch these sermons on your mobile device, but most smart 
TV’s with internet have access to YouTube.  

SUNDAYS AT 9:00 & 11:00am 
Join us for in-person Sunday worship at 9:00 and 11:00am in the  
sanctuary. Communion is served the 1st & 3rd Sundays each month  
and offered to everyone. 

January Birthdays 
  1  Holly Ness 

  3  Gabby Tesar 

  9  Carter Balcerek  

11  James Leavens 

12  Nathan Devereux 

15  Lynn Troftgruben 

19  Karen Greaton-Gillespie 

21  Marilyn Peterson 

23  David Almlie 

      Pearl Christensen 

25  Sarah Ketcham 

 

27  Tom Eller 

      Tama Schmidt 

      Barb Vander Wyst 

28  Deb Geving 

31  Teri Olds 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

January 15  Duane & Ruth Spoo 
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When you pray, please remember - 
 

Sympathy to Mark & Jenny Larson and family in the death of Mark’s mom, Maureen Larson, on December 27th.  
 

Home- Loren & Sherri Barnes, Donna Holmes, Betty Lokker, Rick Melby, May & Jamie Ross 
 

The Deerfield Gables - Marlene Hanson, Chuck Mehls 
 

The Deerfield - Gladys Cole, Lorene Jameson 
 

St. Croix Health Center - Don Breid, Polly Simpson 
 

Sheldon Simonson, father of Brenda Wickenhauser, St. Croix Health Center 
 

Daryl Garness and family as Daryl enters Hospice care, friend of Deb Geving 
 

Carol, cousin of Mary Ann Peters 
 

Stanley Beckler, brother of Marilyn Rogers Almlie 
 

Linda Wittenburg, friend of Marilyn Rogers Almlie  
 

Tom Sullwold, friend of Chris Libbey 
 

Marilyn, sister of Eileen Sydow  

Ways to stay in touch with church 
Email:  newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org 
 

Facebook Page: Facebook.com/newrichmondwiumc 
 

YOUTUBE:  Simply search for:  “New Richmond United Methodist Church” 

 

Church Membership 
If you would like to join the church, please see Pastor Jeremy when he returns in March. 

Would you like a Phone Call or Visit? 
During Pastor Jeremy’s Renewal Leave, if you would like to hear from Pastor Dawn or a member of our  
Pastoral Care Team, please get in touch with Kristi in the church office or a member of the Pastoral Care 
Team. Members include: Pat Davis, Maybelle Hall, Kay Peterson and Jill Thomas. 
 

Hospitalizations 
If you go into the hospital please let us know at church, especially if you would like to hear from the  
Pastor or our Pastoral Care Team. The hospitals cannot tell us if you are there, so the only way that we 
know is if you call or email us at: 715-246-2464 or newrichmondwiumc.org  

If you or a loved one would like to be placed on our Prayer List, please  
call or email Kristi in the church office. Please pray for those on the  
prayer list in the weekly email, Sunday bulletin and monthly newsletter. 
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New Richmond  
United Methodist Church 

 

-Breakthrough Prayer- 
 

God of amazing things, spring forth with  
new possibilities for our lives and our church  

that will bubble over into our community. Amen. 
 

Pray this each day at 7:15am, 7:15pm, or both. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth!  
 -Isaiah 43:19a 

Are you praying the breakthrough prayer? Take a moment now to do so. God of amazing things, spring forth 
with new possibilities for our lives and our church, that will bubble over into our community. Amen! What 
breakthroughs are you seeing? How is God doing new things in your life? Has God invited you to make a small 
or large spiritual decision recently? If you’ve experienced a push, pull or nudge of spiritual momentum, what 
we’re calling a Godspring Moment, what will you do with it? We have bubbles in the gathering area that you 
can write a Godspring Moment on and put up on the wall as we bubble over! 
 

Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) Update 
We are well on our way as we capture God’s momentum for our congregation with our MCCI Prescription 
Teams. You are hearing a lot from our Signature Ministry Research Team as they prepare us all to give input on 
community needs and how God is moving us to take part. The fuel for our movement now continues to be our 
breakthrough prayer, so take a moment now to pray it. God of amazing things, spring forth with new  
possibilities for our lives and our church, that will bubble over into our community. Amen! What breakthroughs 
are you seeing? How is God doing new things in your life? Has God invited you to make a small or large spiritual 
decision recently? As all our teams begin meeting and implementing, be praying for them and how you can help 
create a healthy atmosphere for God’s new possibilities to emerge! 

COOKBOOKS FOr SALE  
Copies of our 2024 NR UMC Family Cookbook are now on sale! This is a Youth Group 
fundraiser and 100% of the proceeds go to our NR UMC Relay for Life Team for the 
American Cancer Society. The cookbooks include 199 recipes, divided into 7 categories, 
from members and friends of our congregation and we’re in the process of collecting 
more for additional supplement pages.  
 

SPECIAL!!! Each cookbook is now just $15! (payable to NR UMC) 
 

Please contact Mark Dolezal or Kristi in the church office with any questions. You can 
also purchase the books from Kristi during the week. Thank you!  
 

Recipes are still being collected for a supplement to our church cookbook. Please email, text or drop off recipes 
for the supplement to Mark Dolezal or Kristi in the church office ASAP. 

Kristi: newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com  715-781-6291       
Mark Dolezal:  mdolezal@frontiernet.net  715-497-6330 

 

mailto:newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com
mailto:mdolezal@frontiernet.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AT NR UMC! 
Every Sunday at 10:10am 

We are excited to offer Sunday School for all Pre-K thru 5th graders each 
Sunday! Led by our volunteer Family Ministry Coordinator, Mark Dolezal, 
with the help of adult volunteers from the congregation. Any questions, 
please contact Mark at: mdolezal@frontiernet.net  

Wednesday, January 8 - Youth Group, meeting with high school seniors, loft 
 

Wednesday, January 15 - “Message & Meal” 
Spiritual message with lesson, paired with a craft or activity. Meal provided by the Church. 

 
Wed, January 22 & 29 - Regular Youth Group - activities TBD 

Wednesdays 

6:30-8:00pm 
 

All Youth in 6th-12th grade are welcome! 
Led by Mark Dolezal (mdolezal@frontiernet.net) 

2025 Calendars ON SALE! 
NOW ONLY $7.00 each  

(payable to NR UMC) 
All proceeds go to our Youth Program 

 
Did you miss out on the calendar sales or maybe find out you need an 
extra one? Here’s your chance! We have a few calendars left and have 
them on sale for $7 now! 
 
The calendars are made from heavy-duty cardstock, have large spots 
for writing and include NIV scripture and BEAUTIFUL photos. You can 
purchase calendars on Sundays or from Kristi in the office during the 
week. Thank you!  

Thank you to everyone who helped out at church during the holiday season! 
From Sunday worship services, to the Choir Cantata, Christmas Eve worship 
services, Christmas Day Community Dinner, and the Christmas Carol sing on 
December 29, we wouldn’t be able to do it without the many helpful hands! 
We appreciate each and every one of you!  
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NR UMC Piece Corps 

QUILTERS 
Wednesday, January 15  

9:30am - 2:30pm in fellowship hall 
 
The UMC Piece Corps is a group of volunteers from church 
that make beautiful quilts from mostly donated materials. 
Finished quilts are then donated to Westfields Hospital  
Bereavement Care and Grace Place Shelter.  
 
If you have material at home that you would like to donate, 

please contact Carolyn Craig to see if it’s something that they can use. Also, there are a few times throughout 
the year that the group needs to purchase batting and additional fabric to complete quilts. If you would like to 
make a monetary donation for these items, please see Kristi in the church office or simply put your donation in 
the offering basket on Sundays (marked “Piece Corps”). New quilters are always welcome! Feel free to stop by and 
see what they’re working on. Please contact Laurel Olson (210-382-8855) or Carolyn Craig at (715-246-6242) with 
any questions. 

To register or for more information,  
please contact Julie Eickhoff at: 

julieeickhoff@gmail.com or 651-247-9553 
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New Richmond’s monthly community meal 
The Community Outreach Meal for Everyone (C.O.M.E. Meal) is held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 
5:00-6:30pm in our fellowship hall. The meal is FREE and open to everyone in the New Richmond community. 
 

Local churches and organizations participate by taking turns throughout the year, organizing and cooking the 
meals, which are all held at our church. Take-outs are also available. Invite your family & friends to come with 
you! 

NEXT MEAL: Tuesday, January 14 from 5:00-6:30pm 
Faith Community Church is coordinating the January 14 meal 

 

MENU: 
Sloppy Joes, Calico Beans, Lettuce Salad, PB & J Sandwiches,  

Fruit/Applesauce Cups, Bars & Cookies and Beverages. 
 

 

 

Community Christmas Day Dinner Update 
We had an overwhelming response to our 2024 Christmas Day Community  
Dinner. We served 93 people for dine-in meals at our church, and had another 216 
meals delivered and about 15 take-outs - for a total of 324 meals! We served about 70 
meals less than in 2023. 
 

A BIG Thank You to the following people: 
-Nancy Karastes for all her work (even with a sprained ankle!) to get the church and kitchen ready for the meal, 
for coordinating all of the meal prep/cooking, lots of grocery shopping, organizing the kitchen and clean-up  
volunteers, and her work in acquiring donations from local businesses to help cover the cost of groceries &  
supplies for the meal. 
 
-Deb Geving for stepping in again this year to help Nancy co-coordinate all of the kitchen “duties” and making 
sure everything ran smoothly. 
 
-Gwen Hop for all of her organization and coordination of delivery volunteers and seeing that all deliveries were 
taken care of. Gwen also coordinated with NRHS FFA Advisor, Rachel Sauvola, to receive a large donation of 
fruit that was then handed out to all deliveries and people who dined in-person.  
 
-Chris Libbey for his support in helping to acquire donations for door prizes from local businesses and for  
serving as our Master of Ceremonies the day of the meal. 
 
-Robin Reichert and Mandy Dolezal for filling all 300+ baggies of candy for our home-delivered meals. 
 
And thank you so much to the MANY volunteers that made everything run so smoothly. It was a fast and furious 
24 hours- from the meal prep on December 24th to the clean-up December 25th, and everything in between! 
We truly appreciate each and every one of you! 
 
This was our 31st Christmas Dinner and year after year, I am amazed at the generosity of not only our  
congregation, but our entire community! Thank you all so much for your continued help and support! 

 
Kristi Rogers   
Meal Reservation Coordinator 
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Spotlight on one of the programs supported by  

    New Richmond UMC United Women in Faith 
 

RED BIRD MISSION 
Red Bird Mission was founded in 1921 by the Evangelical Church on a small piece of property, at the confluence of 
Cow Fork and the Red Bird River in Kentucky. The purpose of Red Bird Mission was to bring Jesus Christ into every 
heart and to bring life abundant to all. The first school building was completed in January 1933. Over the years, the 
mission has grown to offer outreach ministries to the elderly and families in the community. Today, the United 
Methodist Church operates the Mission, mostly by donations. Red Bird Mission has grown to include education for 
Pre-K through 12th grade, a dormitory for high school students, outpatient health care, dental care, clean water, 
food assistance, farmer’s market, clothing and thrift shop, craft marketing program, work camp for home repair and 
improvement, disaster relief, emergency support and holiday giving. You can go to: www.redbirdky.org to donate or 
for more information.  -Kathy Bork, member of NR UWF 

Love Baskets Update 
 

The 2024 Love Basket season has come to an end and we cannot 
thank you enough for the time and energy you poured into making 
this year a success. This year, our church helped 17 children have a 
VERY merry Christmas! Overall, for the 2024 Christmas holiday,  
Love Baskets served 379 families and a total of 1,177 children, from  
newborns to 17 year olds! It is amazing to see the outpouring  
support from our congregation and the community to assist so 
many families.  -Nancy Refsnider, Outreach Co-Chair  
 

 
Pictured are members of our NR UMC Outreach Committee as they 
pack up all of the donations received from our congregation. 
 

Left-right: Maybelle Hall, Karen Bohl, Barb Vander Wyst,  
Karen Hornickle, Nancy Refsnider and Marilynn Guinn. 

CƛǾŜ [ƻŀǾŜǎ CƻƻŘ {ƘŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ¢ǿƻ CƛǎƘ ¢ƘǊƛƊ {ƘƻǇ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ  
Five Loaves and Two Fish are going to be building a new building so they can better serve the increasing need of food 
insecurity in our community. Please pray about and consider donating significantly to the capital campaign to make 
this a reality! You can give online at their website https://fiveloaveswi.org/ and on the right-hand side Quick Links 
choose “Capital Campaign Donations.” You can also look at the entire sponsorship packet through our weekly email. 
Every gift makes a difference and helps feed our community! 

  

https://fiveloaveswi.org/
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IRA and Stock Gifts 
There are significant tax benefits for giving to the church directly from your IRA or other retirement account. Also, if 
you have stock and would like to make a gift to the church from it, our United Methodist Foundation can process 
those gifts without any fees. Please contact Kristi if you are interested in giving to the church in either of these ways. 

Give to New Richmond United Methodist Church  
safely & securely using our new QR code. 

 
If you would like information about electronic giving,  

please contact Kristi in the church office. 

   SPOTLIGHT ON STEWARDSHIP 
Take a moment to read 2 Kings 4.1-7. This is our story for this year’s generosity 
theme “Fill the Jars.” As you take inventory on your assets and gifts, your  
talents and your time, what potential is there for a step up in generosity? What 
kind of a miracle will we see when we all do this together? God is up to great 
things here, let’s join in and fill the jars! 

NR UMC Electronic Giving 
9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ DƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  !ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ 
Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ 
ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΣ нпс-нпспΦ  
-YǊƛǎǝ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE TO NEW RICHMOND UMC 
To continue to support the church's mission and ministry during this time, we have a few  
options for you.  Please contact Kristi Rogers in the church office with ANY questions. 
 
1.  Online Giving on our Website- 
We have an online giving option to our website called "GIVE+" by Vanco Payment Solutions. We've used  Vanco for 
over 15 years as a convenient way for our members and friends to give to the church electronically on an on-going 
basis.  It is safe, simple, and offered at no cost to you.  Now, with GIVE+, you can donate to the church using your 
checking or savings account at any time. To access GIVE+, you just click on our church's link that can be found on our 
website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org , click the link on the home page, then go through the steps. You can choose 
a one-time gift or reoccurring gifts. You only need to create a sign-in account if you plan to set-up reoccurring  
payments. 
 
2.  U.S. Mail- Our mailing address is: P.O. BOX 277, New Richmond, WI 54017   
 
3.  Electronic Giving- 
If you would like to sign-up for our regular reoccurring electronic giving program with Vanco, please contact Kristi 
and she’ll send you a form. You can make changes at any time by contacting her. 
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You can buy cards for: 
Kwik Trip, Cabela’s, Caribou Coffee, Applebee’s, Starbucks, Kohl’s, Home Depot, GAP, Scheels, 

Old Navy, Under Armour, Bath & Body Works, Barnes & Noble, Top Golf, Texas Roadhouse,  
Ace Hardware, Domino’s Pizza, Buffalo Wild Wings, Delta Airlines, PetSmart, LL Bean,  

plus 100’s MORE!  

Purchase for yourself to use for your every day shopping or to give away as gifts!  
 

To order online, go to:  www.raiseright.com 

Set up an account with:  New Richmond United Methodist Church 

User Name:  nrumc19     

Family Access #:  1E4EF7AB64749 

 
When setting up your account, you will add a bank account or debit/credit card for your purchases. From there, 
you can then order:    
    * e-Cards, they will email you your card, you print it off and bring to the store to shop or give as a gift; 
    *Download cards into your Scrip App on your smartphone; 
    *Physical plastic gift cards will be mailed to Mary Jensen, coordinator, then she gets them to you. 
 
With the help of over 750 stores/brands, it turns our everyday shopping into earnings for our church. Not only 
can you use Scrip cards for your personal every day purchases, but they also make great gifts!  Many of the 
cards are re-loadable too, like Kwik Trip! Don’t have a computer or want to shop online?  Contact Kristi in the 
church office (715-246-2464) or our Organist, Mary Jensen (715-222-0586) with ANY questions. They can also 
place your order for you!  It’s super easy and not additional cost to you. 
 
Every store/brand gives a rebate percentage- normally between 2% and 16%, and they often run specials for 
even more!  The rebate amount comes directly to our church when a card is purchased at its face value. For  
instance, if you order a $100 card and the rebate on it is 4%, the church receives $4 and you still receive the 
card for it’s face value of $100.  It’s a Win-Win!  It’s easy, it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy  
lifestyle.   
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209 E. 2nd St. 

Direct mail to:  P.O. Box 277 

New Richmond, WI  54017-1805 

Phone/Fax: 715-246-2464 

E-mail: newrichmondwiumc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.newrichmondwiumc.org 

 

(Address Service Requested) 

 
Our Mission is:  

Building bridges to discipleship by connecting, growing, and serving. 
 

 Our Vision is:  
Compassionate, God-centered community serving all people. 

 

 
 

New Richmond United Methodist Church 
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


