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New Richmond  

United Methodist Church 

December 2020 

  Vol. 48 No. 12 

 
 

The Flame 

Friday, December 25 
On the menu - ham dinner with all the fixings 

The meal is FREE and open to everyone!  
 

Due to Covid, we will only be offering  
Home Delivery (New Richmond and Star Prairie only)  

and Curbside Pick-Up at the church.  
There will be no sit-down meal. 

 

FOR HOME DELIVERIES AND CURBSIDE PICK-UP 
please contact the church office:  

715-246-2464 (ext. 216)  
by 3:00pm on December 22.   

Please leave a message. 
 

HOME DELIVERIES begin at 11:30am 
 

CURBSIDE PICK-UP at the church carport  
from 12:00 – 1 p.m. 

New Richmond United Methodist Church 
 

For your safety, meal preparation & delivery will be done following  
Public Health best practices & ADRC home delivery protocol. 

 

Worship to Remain Online as COVID-19 Cases Rise 
In the Church Council’s communication about a date for an in-person worship option, we mentioned that we 
would continue to monitor the pandemic and that the date was set barring further complications. The  
activity level of COVID-19 cases in St. Croix County is now Critically High according to the Wisconsin  
Department of Health Services and shows a positivity rate of 15.7% toward the end of November. Bishop 
Jung has sent a letter strongly urging churches not to meet in person for worship until deemed safe. In  
consultation with your Church Council Chair and Worship Design Team, in order to keep people safe, and to 
continue to follow the first of John Wesley’s General Rules “Do No Harm,” we will follow the Bishop’s urging 
and continue to worship online until deemed safe. I know this announcement may be a relief to some, and 
sad to others. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you would like to talk about it or have questions. 
 

We will continue to offer a printed sermon option, as well as a new phone option (see page 2 for details) and 
we’re looking into a video/DVD option for people who would like to watch worship but don’t have a  
computer or internet. We are also planning some extra ways to help make 
the Advent and Christmas season meaningful, online and at home.  
  

Be safe, be well, and know that God is always with us! 
 
Peace, 

Pastor Jeremy 
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Pastor Jeremy and Heather Boorman, our Family Ministry  
Coordinator, continue to share their Sunday sermons and  
children’s messages on our church’s YouTube channel,  
available each Sunday morning at 9am.  
 
To find us online, go to www.YouTube.com and search  
“New Richmond United Methodist Church” and our channel 
will appear in the results.  It will show you every service/
video that’s been uploaded since we began doing this in March.  Not only can you watch these  
sermons on your mobile device, but most smart TV’s with internet have access to YouTube.  This link 
is also shared on our Facebook page and in our weekly all-church emails. Please make sure to  
SUBSCRIBE to our channel and it will let you know when new videos are posted.   

Online 

 
This year’s Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Worship Service  
will be available on our YouTube  

channel after 12:00 noon on  
Thursday, December 24th.   

 
We also invite you to listen to the  

service on your phone at  
1-715-203-0212. 

We’re excited to now offer our worship services over the phone! 
From the comforts of your home, you can listen to the audio from our 
weekly worship service by calling 1-715-203-0212 from any phone. 
 
You will be able to listen to everything, from Pastor Jeremy’s sermons,  
to special readings from other church members, to hymns and other  
music.  We are very excited about this!  
 
Each Saturday evening/Sunday morning, the new Sunday service will be 
added and will remain available until the following week’s is uploaded 
Since we can only have one recorded service on the phone service at a 
time, once the new one is added, the previous week’s is erased. Please  
contact Kristi in the office, 715-246-2464, if you have any questions.   

New Richmond  
United Methodist Church 

1-715-203-0212 
for our latest sermon! 

WORSHIP SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE OVER THE TELEPHONE! 
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 Would you like a Phone Call? 
If you would like to hear from Pastor Jeremy 
during this time of quarantine, please feel 
free to call or email him at: 1-651-783-2433 
or pastorjdeaner@gmail.com  
 

 

Hospitalizations 
If you go into the hospital please let us 
know at church, especially if you would like 
to hear from Pastor Jeremy or Maybelle 
Hall.  The hospitals cannot tell us if you are 
there, so the only way that we know is if 
you call or email us at: 715-246-2464 or 
unitedmc@frontiernet.net Pastor Jeremy’s 
cell # is 1-651-783-2433. 

Prayer List  
If you or a loved one would like to be 

placed on our Prayer List, please call the 

church office.  Please pray for those on the 

prayer list in each Sunday bulletin, weekly 

email and monthly newsletter. 

Church Membership 
If you would like to join the church, 

please talk with Pastor Jeremy. 

 
 

When You Pray,  
Please Remember 

 

Mary Barney, Don Breid 

St. Croix Health Center 
 

Linda Anderson, Dana Craig 

The Deerfield 

 
Marlene Bartels 

Our House Senior Living 

 
Donna Holmes, Dan Olson, May Ross 

Home 

 
Shirley Storrer 

American Heritage Care Center 

Hammond 

 
Janet Andrea 

911 Southview Dr, Hastings, MN 55033 

 
Sue Newby 

following surgery at Regions Hospital 

 
Kay Peterson 

surgery December 14 at  

Westfields Hospital 

 
Cheri Moats 

mother of Erica Balcerek, 

hospitalized in Fargo, ND with COVID. 

Happy Holidays  
From Your Church Staff 

 

Pastor         Jeremy Deaner 

Adult Ministry Leader            Pat Allegar  

Church & Financial Secretary      Kristi Rogers 

Custodian        John Vlasak 

Family Ministry Leader      Heather Boorman 

Music Director               Jill Thomas 

Organist        Mary Jensen 
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Children’s, Youth, & Family  Ministries 

For more info, please contact our Family Ministry Leader,  
Heather Boorman at: heather@boormancounseling.com or 651-319-1102         

 

 

 

   No matter what 2020 decides to do for the end of the year, it can't take   

   away Christmas! It won't look the same as most years, but we're still going  

   to celebrate Jesus' birthday and the joy of knowing God is With Us. 

 

This year's program will be a church wide offering of Christmas songs, stories, talents, and whatever else 

you'd like to share! 

 

Here's how to participate: 

Option 1 -  Record a poem, song, joke, anything that celebrates Christmas. Send the recording to Kristi 

at unitedmc@frontiernet.net by Monday, December 7th. 

 

Option 2 - Let Heather know that you'd like to help with the virtual re-telling of the Christmas story (Kids, 

Youth, & Adults encouraged!). Text or email her at 651-319-1102 or heatherb@boormancounseling.com.  She 

will then send you further instructions. 

 

The final celebration will be posted on YouTube on Sunday, December 20th. 

 
 

Children & Youth  
HOLIDAY HUGGERMUGGERY! 

 

Don't know what HuggerMuggery is? Bwahaha - it's a secret! 
 

Here's what you need to know:  it'll be fun.  it'll be virtual.  it'll be a time to  
reconnect with each other and with God. It'll have treats, games, gifts, and  
mystery. 
 

Sign up with Heather Boorman or the church office by December 1st. One week  
before the huggermuggery you will receive a mysterious package.  
DO NOT OPEN IT! 
 

Sunday, December 13th, sign on to zoom at your designated time to have fun,  
be silly, and celebrate the holidays. 
 

Children's Huggermuggery (PreK - 5th grade) will meet up on Sunday, 12/13 @ 3pm 
 

Youth Huggermuggery (6th-12th grade) will meet up on Sunday, 12/13 @ 4:30pm 
 

Please contact Heather with any questions. 

Christmas Program -  

Pandemic Style!! 
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Opportunities to Help in Worship 
You may have seen that we are trying to include more people in creating the online worship  
experiences little by little. If you would be interested in video recording yourself reading scripture, 
offering a story about how God is working in your life, playing music, or some other worshipful  
activity, please let Jill Thomas or Pastor Jeremy know. 

Stay in touch with our church online 
Website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org 

 

Facebook Page: Facebook.com/newrichmondwiumc 
 

YOUTUBE:  Simply search for  

“New Richmond United Methodist Church” 

Weekly Wednesday open Zoom gathering  

is open to everyone! 
Pastor Jeremy is going to continue the open Zoom time "gathering" for anyone  

who wants to join in for conversation. It will be Wednesday mornings at 10:30am and  

will be an hour long. From now on, it will begin with "Morning Prayer" from the United Methodist 

Hymnal, a way for us to worship together in real time, including time for prayer, scripture, and 

song. Open Zoom means you are welcome to come and go as you please. Look for the  

invitation link in the NR UMC Weekly News email that Kristi sends out on Tuesdays. 

Christmas Carols Hymn Sing  
Sunday December 27th is our annual “Favorite Christmas 

Carols” hymn sing.  This year of course, will be virtual.  If you 

have a favorite carol you would like to sing along with on 

that Sunday, please call or email Kristi in the office, 715-246-

2464 or unitedmc@frontiernet.net with the name of the  

carol.  We will need to know your request by December 

15th so Mary- our organist, and the singers can get them all 

recorded.  Thanks!! -Jill Thomas, Music Director 

2021 Calendars for sale! 
The first batch of calendars we ordered sold out FAST and we’ve had people 
inquireabout wanting more, so I placed another order. Be sure to get yours 
while they last!  They are $8 each.  These calendars aren’t just beautiful, but 
they’re made out of thicker paper, so they’re nice to write on and last all year 
long! They make GREAT gifts too!  If you are interested, please contact Kristi 
in the church office at 715-246-2464 or unitedmc@frontiernet.net 
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Love Baskets is the distribution of gifts to children in the New Richmond and  

Somerset school districts, whose families have difficulty affording Christmas.  Although the way 

we do our collection will look a little different this year, we still want to be able to support families 

in our community. 

 

Unlike previous years, we will not have a board for you to pick out specific items.  We are simply 

going to collect NEW toys and books for boys and girls, newborns through age 18.  We are  

always especially in need of gifts for the 14-18 age group. We are also collecting hats, mittens, 

scarves, socks and undergarments for toddlers thru age 18. We then donate everything to Love 

Baskets and they will then include them in the family gift packages.   

 
You may drop off donations at church:   

NOW through December 18th 

Mondays 10:00am-Noon and Tuesdays 4:00-6:00pm 

 

If you cannot make it into the church, please contact  

Nancy Refsnider at 715-781-3828 to arrange  

pickup of your donation from your home. 

 

 

Please call 715-246-4508 for any of the following: 

-If your family needs a Love Basket 

-You know of someone that needs a Love Basket 

-You would like to sponsor a family 

-You would like to volunteer 

 

Thank you for helping us continue to help support  

the children of our community! 

 

Nancy Refsnider & Barb Vander Wyst 

Outreach Committee Chairs 

Monetary donations can be given to 

our church or mailed to: 

Love Baskets 

PO Box 142, New Richmond, WI 54017 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  3  Gene Arnst 

      Jerry Tack 

  6  Allison Pace 

  8  Gladys Cole  

15  Dee Davis 

      Steve O’Connell 

17  Karen Hornickle  

      Anne Langford 

      Jim Vander Wyst 

18 Michael Amundson 

19 Marlene Bartels 

20  Andrew Ennis 

      Wayne Fredrickson 

21  Kevin Melby 

22 Allan Peper 

      Janelle Stephens 

 

27 Betty Lokker 

28 Kristi Rogers 

29 Andres Peña 

     Jill Thomas 

31 Max Stephens 

December Anniversaries 
  1  Allan & Kate Peper    18  Mike & Sue Ballard 

  8  Gerald & Fern Amundson   23  Jim & Kay Brooks  

17  Todd & Lorrie Pazdera                         27  Chuck & Anne Mehls   
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IRA and Stock Gifts 
There are significant tax benefits for giving to the church directly from your IRA or other  

retirement account. Also, if you have stock and would like to make a gift to the church from 

it, our United Methodist Foundation can process those gifts without any fees. Please contact 

Kristi if you are interested in giving to the church in either of these ways. 

NR UMC  

Financial Report  
as of October 31, 2020 

 
   Jan - Oct Income        175,500 
   Jan - Oct Expenses     207,800 
                       Difference  -29,300    
                       (2019 was - 42,000)  

   
 

 Contributions toward  
Extra Mile Giving: 

Maintenance Repairs     $10,208 

Spotlight on Stewardship   
We are calling this year’s stewardship focus 
Give the Future. We don’t know what the  
future looks like, but we know that as a church 
we want to help create a healthy, just,  
peaceful world, and we want the church to 
be a place where we can learn to help make 
that happen, whether we can gather yet or 
not. In order to continue to change lives in this 
way, your gifts are more important than ever.  
 
Thank you for your gifts and for giving of your 

selves as we Give the Future together! 

GIVING OPTIONS 
To continue to support the church's mission and ministry during this 

time, we have a few options for you.  Please contact Kristi Rogers 

in the church office with ANY questions. 

 

1.  Online Giving on our Website- 

We have added a NEW online giving option to our website called "GIVE+" by Vanco  

Payment Solutions. We've used Vanco for over 10 years as a convenient way for our  

members and friends to give to the church electronically on an on-going basis.  It is safe, 

simple, and offered at no cost to you.  Now, with GIVE+, you can donate to the church  

using your checking or savings account at any time. To access GIVE+, you just click on our 

church's link that can be found on our website: www.newrichmondwiumc.org , click the link 

on the home page, then go through the steps. You can choose a one-time gift or  

reoccurring gifts. You only need to create a sign-in account if you plan to set-up  

reoccurring payments. 

 

2.  U.S. Mail- Our mailing address is: P.O. BOX 277, New Richmond, WI 54017   

 

3.  Electronic Giving- 

If you would like to sign-up for our regular reoccurring electronic giving program with  

Vanco, please contact Kristi and she’ll send you a form. You can make changes at any 

time by contacting her. 
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Thank you SO much for your continued support of our collection of Family Fresh  
register receipts. We are in our 6th round of collecting and we currently have $90,000 
in receipts so far!  We team up with Five Loaves Food Shelf and our receipts get added 
together.  Once we collect $150,000 in receipts, we receive $1,000 from Family Fresh, 
that we split 50/50 with Five Loaves.  
 
Dale & Pegi Fleming continue to count the receipts, and we thank them for that! 

There are collection baskets for receipts at Five Loaves, Two Fish Thrift, and at the exit at Family Fresh. 
You’re also welcome to leave them in the mailbox at church under the carport or bring them in when Kristi 
is in the office. Thanks!!!   -Pat Allegar 

Trustee’s  corner 

The Trustees met on November 17th.  Items discussed: 
 

-The new metal railings to the lower level are done and look great! We are looking  
into updating/replacing the shorter handrails on the stairs by the water cooler. 
 

-Gutter screens and soffit repairs done on the north side of the building 
 

-The new AED has arrived and will be mounted to the wall outside the nursery 
 

-Inspection of Faith House to be done late November once tenants are out and plans to refresh and update 
will take place (painting, new carpeting, possible furniture addition/replacement, upgrading lighting etc.) 
 

-Thanks to the Estate of Harlan Vehrs, the audio-visual system will get a much needed upgrade. 
 

A few items on a 'parking lot list' to be looked into later on: 
    -energy audit 
    -building use policy 
    -pew cushion cleaning / replacement 
    -bell tower polishing and bird nests that are inside removed 
    -possibly install a clothesline at Faith House 

  If you are a member of a committee or board of the church, especially Church Council, 
  Finance, Nominations, Staff Parish Relations, Trustees, or some other term-bound  
  position, the Nominations Committee would like to ask all leaders, in these  
  extraordinary times, to stay in your position for another year. This means if you were
  scheduled to come off this year, you would stay one more year. If you were scheduled 
  to end your term in 2022 you would end your term in 2023.  
 
If you have questions, or definitely need to make a change, please let Pastor Jeremy and your  
Committee’s chairperson know. Otherwise, we will assume that you are willing to do this, and thank 
you in these difficult times for doing so! 
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 Jerri’s Virtual Book Club 
Since the passing of church member and Book Club organizer, Jerri Rang, I have been trying to create a  
book club that will help us connect and share ideas through this difficult time. Although this has been a  
United Methodist Church activity in the past, we would like to welcome all interested readers. The idea 
is to name the best book you read during the month, and write a brief summary, including the author  
and your name and email it to me. I will compile the submissions from each month and share them with  
book club participants and our congregation. You are encouraged, but not required to participate monthly.  
Please feel free to invite friends and family!  -Pat Allegar, Adult Ministry Leader (allegarpat@hotmail.com) 
 
 

Submissions from November 2020 
Love Does by Bob Goff - Submitted by Pat Allegar 
Love Does is one of the most entertaining, and spiritual, books I have read in November. Author Bob Goff writes short 
stories connecting God’s love and change. One of his favorite words is whimsy and that helps define his messages. I 
have a DVD that actively shows some of the examples of God’s love. 
 
The Greatest Generation by Tom Brokaw - Submitted by Mona Flanum 
Tom Brokaw highlights WW2 and describes the bravery of our soldiers especially at The Battle of the Bulge. 
 
How the Woman at the Well Becomes the Well Woman by Donna Rhodes - Submitted by Kay Peterson  
This book is the poignant memoir of a woman’s desperate journey to find love. This life story is a remarkable testa-
ment to God’s faithfulness and the power of redemption.  
 
The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller, Presbyterian pastor - Submitted by Ruth Egerer   
The author reflects on the Parable of the Prodigal Son in the Scripture, but he goes beyond that to show that Jesus was 
drawing a picture of all humanity. At points in time all of us may find ourselves in the role of the self-righteous older 
brother or in the role of the throwing-aside-norms younger brother. However, what will ultimately transform our lives 
is embracing the deep, deep love ofJesus, our true brother, who gave it and loves us all. 
 
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson - Submitted by Kay Brooks 
The book is historical fiction, inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the Kentucky Pack Horse library 
service of the 1930s. Living in a poverty-stricken area, the reader meets a variety of fascinating characters through 
Cussy, who connects with them through the books that she delivers. Being a blue person, she has to confront both 
prejudice and suspicion. 
 
The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate - Submitted by Jean Kelley 
This book is comprised of stories of actual “lost friends”. In 1875, in Louisiana, a young slave girl, Hennie, is trying to 
find her people. Ads appeared in Southern newspapers after the Civil War as freed slaves looked for loved ones who 
were sold. In 1897 a first year literature teacher in the small, poor town of Augustine, Louisiana tries to interest her 
students in the history of her ancestors by finding a slave ledger of a wealthy plantation owner. 
 
In the Dark by Loreth Anne White - Submitted by Jennifer Struss 
This book is a terrific thriller, inspired by Agatha Christie's And Then There Were None.  It switches points of view  
between the victims (perpetrators?) and their daring rescuers, and the denouement is completely satisfying. It had me 
on the edge of my seat and reading FAR past my bedtime for several nights!  Also, I'm happy to discover that I'm late 
to the party on this author -- she's got lots more books I'm excited to read. 
 
Kisses From Katie by Katie Davis with Beth Clark - Submitted by Pat Davis 
This is an amazing story of Katie Davis . She is a young girl who discovered the needs and love of the people of Uganda. 
She has dedicated her life to them by being a single mom of 13, and a care provider to 600 needy children. I read this 
book when it came out 9 years ago and reread it this fall. An incredible story of loving your neighbor! 
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 Scrip cards  

make great holiday gifts!!! 
 

Don’t let COVID put a kink in your Christmas shopping fun!   
Scrip cards make gift-giving easy and is a great way  

to help support the church! 
  
With the help of over 750 stores/brands, it turns our everyday shopping into earnings for our church. Not only 
can you use Scrip cards for your personal every day purchases, but they also make great gifts!  Many of the cards 
are re-loadable too, like Kwik Trip!  
 
Don’t have a computer or want to shop online?  Contact Kristi in the church office (715-246-2464) or our  
Organist, Mary Jensen (715-222-0586) and they can place your order for you!  It’s super easy and not additional 
cost to you. 
 
Every store/brand gives a rebate percentage- normally between 2% and 16%, and they often run specials for 
even more!  The rebate amount comes directly to our church when a card is purchased at its face value.  For  
instance, if you order a $100 card and the rebate on it is 4%, the church receives $4 and you still receive the card 
for it’s face value of $100.  It’s a Win-Win!  It’s easy, it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy lifestyle.   
 

Instant Access to eGift Cards 
In addition to physical gift cards, ShopWithScrip offers ScripNow® eGift cards for over 400 brands. eGift cards are 
perfect for last-minute or unplanned purchases, like dining out or a quick trip to the mall. You have access to the 
scrip you need whenever you need it.  Place your eGift card order on ShopWithScrip.com or on  
MyScripWallet.com on your mobile device. When you pay for your eGift cards with online payments (credit card 
or a linked bank account), you’ll receive the eGift cards immediately. All of your eGift cards are housed in your 
wallet on ShopWithScrip and on your phone in MyScripWallet. You can print eGift cards and present them like a 
physical gift card in the store or redeem them from MyScripWallet. Redeem them online by entering the card 
number and PIN when you’re checking out. You can also send a ScripNow eGift. It’s easy to customize the eGift 
with a personal note, and send it to anyone, anywhere, with an email address. Our eGift card selection is  
growing all the time. See the complete list of available eGift card brands by clicking on the Shop link at the top of 
the page, and selecting the ScripNow card type on the left, or viewing the eGift Card card type on MyScripWallet. 
 
 

1. To order online, go to:  www.shopwithscrip.com 
 Set up an account with:  New Richmond United Methodist Church 
 

 User Name:  nrumc19     
 

 Family Access #:  1E4EF7AB64749 
 

 When setting up your account, you will add a bank account or debit/credit card for your purchases.   
 From there, you can then order:    
 * e-Cards, they will email you your card, you print it off and bring to the store to shop;  
        *Download cards into your Scrip App on your smartphone; 
        *Physical plastic gift cards that will be mailed to you (there is a charge for this). 
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New Richmond United Methodist Church 

Open Hearts.  Open Minds.  Open Doors. 

Our Mission is: Building bridges to discipleship by connecting, growing, and serving. 
  

Our Vision is: Compassionate, God-centered community serving all people. 


